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Guyana: Dritish invelvement

/

in Jagan’s dowii

L

Sir,~In the story entitled
1" CIA Role in Jagan's Downfall,”
your Commonwcalth Correspons

/ dent, Me Patrizk Keatley, correctly -

involved the CIA through the
Gotham Foundation and the Lon-
don based Public Service Inter
national, the foreign relations
arm of the American Federation
of State, County and Municipal
Employces.

What he did not bring out,
however, was the British Govern-
ment's involvement which ‘was
posed by the “ Shefiield Morning
Telegraph ” (April 17): ° Was
the British Gevernment award of
what was happening, and did it
perhaps connive at tho attempts

to got rid of the left-wing
Jagan? "™ A
This © query was actually :

answered by  the *“Sunday
Times " on April 23 in a story
« Macemillan, Sandys backed ClA
plot.” The newspapcr also
involved two top security men in
Pritain and *“a number of British
oflicials in Guyana,” and asserted
that “ the CIA were also operai-
ing under consular cover in
Guyana.”

. GOVERNOR’S FAILURE .

The involverent of the British
. Government was the rcason for
the refusal of the Governor to
cxpel in 1968 the CIA agent
Howard McCahe, and for. the

mdrmiear

fallure of the Governor and the
Commissioner of Police fo
cooperate fully with my Govern-
- ment and to usc ihie police and
_sceurity forces to maintain law
.. and order. Indeed, so bad_ was
the non-cooperation ¢hat Janet
Jagan resigned in protest as
Minister of Ilome
1 19064,

.« Before the * Times™ story,
Drew DPearsom, the American
columnist, in Mareh 1964 had
indicated that the 1963 80-day
“sirike was secretly inspired by
. Uniled States CIA money and
British Intelligence. It gave Lon-
don the excuse it wanted.” The
Jatter is a reference to the
Octoher 1963 Indeperndlence Cone
ference, when Duncan  Sandys
refused to fix a date for independ-
ence and imposed the list system
of proportional represcntation.

What the * Times” story, howe
ever, failed to do was to show
the Labour Government’s involve-

ment. When in Opposition, the
Labour Party lcaders Harold
Wilson, Arthur Bottomley and

Anthony Greenwood had taken a

had referred to the outcome of

-London angd presented theam with

~pendence for

Affairs in carly ™ ™

very strong position. Mr Wilson f

{the 1063 Conference as “a ¢

fidcled
ment.”
When in office, however, tho
Labour Party changed  its
position.
1n Uctober, 1964, 1 saw Anthony
Greenwood and Ilarold Wilson in

constituuonal  dITaliges

a full documentalion of the Cla
piot, including the sceurity
Branch report catitled “Rescareh
Paper on tae PNC Terronst
Organisation,” whieh had named
S0 persons ineluding top
leaders and activists of the NG

and an Anmerican with a rocome

mendation  that 25 should
be  prosceuted, I requested
that the clections fixed for
December 7 should be posts
poned and that a Comrmous
wealth team, as had been pro-
poscd in June, 1064, by Harold
Vilson in the Ifouse of Com-
mons, should go out to Guyana
to help work out a solution, How-
ever, both Wilson and Green-
wood agreed to go ahead-with
the clections. . :

it is significant to note that
during the same week I saw tho
Prime Minister and the Colonial
Scerstary  the  “New  York
Timeos "  (October 21, 1964)
reported that the British Govera-
ment * bowing to United States
wishes, had ruléd out carly inde-
British Guiana,”
and was going ahcad with the
PR clections fixed for December
m. «This development, reported
by senior oflicials tonight,” said
the newspaper, “ came after high
Tevel Brifish-Amarican exchanges
on how to cneck the spread of
Castroism in the Western Hemi-
sphere. « . Foreign- Sceretary
Patrick Gordon Walker, and_Sec-
vetury of State Dean. Rusk

enamme T NG SUa o T rete
talks in Washinglon this weelk.
Informants said that Mr Rusk
had loft Mr Gordon Walker in
na doubt thai the Uniicd States
would resist a rise of British
Guiana, as an independent Castro-
type State)” :

The Labour Government thus
failed to work out a political
gettlement in Guyana, and instead
allowed the United States 1o

establish a puppet regime herc
which is step by step leading
the country o a aictatorship.
Already the National Security
Act cmpowers the Government
to rostrict and detain individuals
indefinitely without trial. Anti-
strike lepislation in the form of

compulsvry arbitration is to be §

enacted. And there is  every
indication that elections in 1968.

-will be rigged.

CIA SUBVERSION .

The British - peaple rightly
have cxpressed hoiror at the
military rape of democracy in
Grecce, What about Guyana and
Vietnam ¢ There is a short step
indecd for US policy makers {rom
CIA .subversion in Guyana to 3
military takeover in Greece and
to a cruel war in Vietnam. From
the Truman Doctrine of " cons

“fainment ™ the world has arrived

at  the Johnson Doctrine of
“intervention.” Ifor t{heir own
socurity, the British people must
shout now for an end to the

close collaboration between
Britain and the war maniacs in
j = s trul
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